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HK: What do you think your works’ distinguishing features are?

SH: It's hard for me to say. | don't think about these things when I'm doing my
art. It's more for the viewers to say than myself. But what might be one of the
differences is that | am very focused on the process of drawing itself, down to
the single brush stroke. [When | first started painting] | tried to deliver certain
content and tell a certain story. But it came out very complicated and loaded.
Then | came to a point and realized that the simpler | make a painting, the
stronger the statement. If you compare it with a poem, it would be like a haiku,
where you have very short sentences and statements but they make the
content stronger.

HK: What is your work process like?

SH: Firstly, when | prepare myself and try to draw a painting, | do sketches on
paper and set up the composition to see how I'll approach the work. When |
paint on canvas, the canvas lies on the ground. | stand above the painting.[The
canvas] still has to be wet when | paint, and the whole thing happens in one
stroke. Every brush stroke is connected. In that moment, all the power is
forced to get out. It's not a process where | start and stop. | have todo it in the
moment, so | can’t pause. | have to prepare myself to do that. It distinguishes
[my work] from classic Western art, where you can paint and stop or pause and
step back; brush it out or try it again on the same canvas. That doesn't happen
with me. If it doesn't work out, | have to throw the painting away and start all
over again with a new canvas. If | am uncertain or flustered, you can see it in
the brush strokes... it stops. You can see every emotion in the strokes. It
doesn’t mean that it's bad. | have to capture the emotion in one moment.

HK: What is the importance of counting your brush stokes?

SH: Numbers can contain a certain meaning as well. For example, your birthday
can say something about your personality. And if you count brush strokes, you
follow a certain chronology. If you start from one and end at 10, you follow a
direction. That takes you through the process; you are actually seeing the
painting happening in front of you. It's the same thing with calligraphy. You
have an order to follow when you draw a character. You can say there are 20
strokes, and then you see the character happening from beginning till end.
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